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Message from the President 

December, 2009 

Merry Christmas!  The holiday season has officially begun.  For the Utah 
Association of Woodturners we will kick it off in style at our annual Christmas 
party held at MacBeath Hardwood on December 1st 6:00 pm.  The club will 
furnish prime rib and baked potatoes and we ask that attendees fill in potluck 
style with salads, vegetables and desserts.  Coca-cola will be furnishing 
beverages.  Lauren Gibbs will be providing soft serve ice cream.  Please RSVP 
vermama@comcast.net if you will be attending so we can get the food quantity 
right.  Along with dinner we will have a short demonstration by Dennis Brown 
and follow that up with the gift exchange.  Remember to bring a turned gift for 
each member of your party to exchange.  We will also have prizes for the final 
drawing for current members.  We can use a few tables for this event.  If you can 
assist let me know. 
  
In November Jay Brown was kind enough to demonstrate for us up at Turning 
Post Studio in No. Ogden.  He did a fabulous job showing us some of his 
Christmas gift ideas and turned three pieces.  You can see more about it inside 
and of course we have a DVD of it available. Thanks Jay! 
  
We followed that up with a training meeting held at Timberline Tools in Orem 
where we had Eldon Dehann show us his and Carl Larson's design for a mini 
lathe turning station.  Lauren Gibbs showed us ATG tape (aka snot tape) and 
explained its use and how it relates to woodturning.  We also had a discussion 
about hand threading and several of the guys gave it a shot.  One thing to note 
here is Stuart Davey suggested using 4 parts rubbing alcohol with 1 part dish 
soap for lubricant while cutting threads. (worked pretty well) 
  
The club was invited to demonstrate at Timberline's annual tools sale and 
show.  This was surely an enjoyable event.  Many members took a turn and spent 
time sharing their knowledge and stories with the patrons.  I wish to 
thank Richard, AJ and the entire Timberline staff for the opportunity. 
  
The Utah Association of Woodturners is a chapter of the American Association 
of Woodturners.  The AAW does a lot to advance woodturning education in 
America as well as around the world.  Please consider joining this great 
organization for 2010.  Visit http://woodturner.org for more information.  
 
Remember to do the turners' challenge each month.  Not only are the challenges 
a great way to practice what we learn in the demonstrations and hone our skills, 
they are a great way for me to see how you are doing on your turning as I am 
ever looking for new people to demonstrate. ;-)  The best few (judged by me) 
will receive a $10.00 gift certificate from Craft Supplies, USA.  Any current 
member can enter. 
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Jay Brown demos for us 
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Jay Brown—Christmas Gift Ideas 

Our scheduled November turner had a conflict come up at the last minute, so Dave Best asked me to fill in. Dave asked me to show some “Quick to 
Turn” Christmas gift ideas. I decided to ask my family to loan me back some of the stuff that I had given them that they had not thrown out. I 
brought a bunch of stuff to hopefully spark an idea or two. 

Pens, Letter Openers, Magnifying glasses, Perfume or oil Vials, Compacts, Mirrors 

Candle holders and Oil Lamps      Rolling pins, Kitchen mallets 

Napkin rings, Doorstops, Cutting boards, Honey dibbers    Scoops, spoons, and Spatulas 

Bowls, platters, Mortar and Pestle etc.      Shoe Horns, back scratchers 

Here is a reprint of the notes I passed out that night that gives the details on those projects 

Napkin Rings   Woods - you can try to match table and décor or try some contrast.  Hard dense woods are great. Cocobolo, Bocote, Walnut, are 
good for dark color; Maple, Hickory, Ash or Oak for light colors. 

There are lots of ways to make these! This method requires no special tools or even a chuck. It does require you to make an easy shop made man-
drel.  Use a soft wood like Pine or Fir, 2”X2”x10” long works great for the mandrel. You want it soft so it can compress a bit when you twist and 
push on the blank. Mount the mandrel blank between centers, and make a gentle taper from just over an inch up to about an inch and a half at the 
large end. 

The actual napkin ring blank size is up to you, but I used 2” square X 1.75” long. They can be shorter, and I have tried them longer but I did not 
like them. Cut the blank to length, and drill a hole thru the center with 1 1/8 Forstner bit with the blank securely clamped in a hand screw, or some 
other method.  Drill slowly, and remove the chips and cool the bit with compressed air if you have it.  Keep the bit cool, as burns inside are hard to 
remove. Twist the blank onto the mandrel clockwise; remove it with the opposite twist. 

Once mounted, don’t remove the napkin ring from the mandrel it until it is done. If you try to put them back on after they are thin, they will often 
break. Since it is a gentle friction fit, you can knock off the corners on the band saw first if you want. Bring the blank into round with a rouging 
gouge, taking small bites. Use gentle cuts towards the headstock. Once round, you can shape with spindle gouge or skew. Roll over the edge so 
napkin slips in easily. Sand, through 400, apply finish, remove from mandrel, sand inside with a spindle sander or flap sander on the lathe to 220, 
apply finish inside. Sign and state wood. 

Doorstops:  Woods - Anything will work, pine is great, laminations are fun, and anything goes! If you want to get fancy, use a wood to match the 
floors or furniture. Blanks should be 1.5”X1.5” X 9” long. It should be perfectly square with the sides flat and smooth or it will look odd after you 
cut it in half. I use a drum sander to square and sand the blank and then use a sander to nearly finish the piece. CAREFULLY find the center on 
each end, and center punch it. Mount between centers, but do not rough it round. Set your ends and determine where the pommels will be cut. Use  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Con’t on page 4 
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Kirk DeHeer 801-735-7858  
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Nov (for Dec meeting) 

Wedding Goblet 

Dec (for Jan meeting) 

Platter 

Jan (for Feb meeting) 

Keith Gotschall look 
alike  (anything he 
turned in his demo) 

 

Con’t from page 2          a sharp tool. Be careful not to cut past the shoulders. Try to make your final shoulder cut in one smooth motion, rolling the 
tool from flute vertical to flute horizontal in one arc. The transition between the square shoulders and the turned portion should have crisp pleasing 
lines. You can make   both ends the same, but there is no need to. Be creative and practice your tool control. When you have formed both ends, you 
can reduce the waste supporting the piece on both ends, leaving enough strength to sand. Be careful sanding, as the corners spinning around can 
hurt you. Sand through the grits until you are satisfied with the surface. You can apply finish on or off of the lathe. Remove the piece from the lathe 
and cut off the waste with a saw so that the firers in the ends are cut clean and not broken out. Sand the ends through the grits. Draw a line through 
two opposite shoulders and cut the diagonal on the bandsaw. 

Cutting or chopping blocks :  Ray Key practically made a living making this simple item.  Blank size can be between 8 and 16 inches in diameter 
and 1.5” thick to start. An inch or less, and they don’t stay flat.  Woods -Close grained Hardwoods, Sycamore, Beech, and Birch are all good. Try 
to get the blank as close to Quarter sawn as possible to avoid cupping. Fast growth timbers are not as good and will absorb moisture. If you must 
use flat sawn lumber, use it with the annular rings up at the edges. That way, when it cups, the board won’t rock. Use only dry, well seasoned 
wood. Kiln dried wood is best.  Design - Keep it simple so it is easy to clean. Keep decorative cuts to a minimum 

There are several ways to mount the blank on the lathe. You can use a screw chuck and spacers, or a waste glue block with a dovetail precut to fit 
your chuck. If you use this method, you mount the glue block to what will be the top of the finished product and create an inset dovetail recess for 
the chuck to expand into like a platter. You could use a faceplate too, and fill the screw holes. 

Today, I will use a screw chuck. Drill a 3/8 “ hole in the center of what will be the bottom, being careful not to go too deep and pop through. Meas-
ure the depth and use spacers to be sure the screw does not bottom out in the hole or the piece will come off. If the disc is not true, face it off with 
the final cut being a shear scrape to leave a smooth surface. Round over the edge using a spindle gouge. Cut from both the front and the back to end 
up with a nice soft radius. I power sand up through 320, and then apply a liberal coat of Mahoney’s oil. After it has soaked in, wet sand with more 
oil using wet/dry paper using 220, and then 320 grit. Wipe off the sanding slurry and flood with more oil. After removing from the screw chuck, 
drill out the hole, glue in a matching or contrasting plug, cut off flush and sand smooth. Blend in the oil finish, sign your work and you are done! 

Honey Dibber;  Tools - Roughing Gouge, Spindle Gouge, Skew, thin profile Parting tool .  Wood - any close grain non toxic hardwood, such as 
fruitwoods, nut woods or maple.  Blank - mount a 1.25 x 1.25 x 8” long blank between centers. Rough turn to round with a roughing gouge. Mark 
out the transitions on the blank for the dibber head, and ends. You can use your roughing gouge to quickly remove stock to form the basic shape or 
take your time using a spindle gouge or skew.  When you reach the shape you like, pick up a sharp skew. This is a great project to sharpen to use 
your skew for practice. Using a sharp thin parting tool, make evenly spaced cuts in the head. Part most of the way through the waste, leaving 
enough strength to allow sanding.  Sand your Dibber up through 220 and then mist with water to raise the grain. After water has dried, reverse the 
lathe and sand again to your satisfaction and part then off. Use a power sanding disk to finish the ends. Finish with a buffing wheel and carnauba 
wax. 

For Sale:   Original (Brand) Radial 
Arm Saw.  New out of the 

crate.  Twelve-inch blade crosscuts 
24"; rips 27".  Requires 220 volts. 
$2000.00 buys the saw and over 

$1000.00 in blades including a Forest 
dado set.   

Call John at 801-710-3412. 

Check these websites out                               
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com                       

http://www.timberlinetools.com                               
http://www.macbeath.com                      
http://www.woodcraft.com    
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Dear AAW Members, 
 
I thank each of you for supporting the AAW through your membership and volunteer activities you undertake on 
behalf of the AAW and its chapters. 
 
For me, the AAW is all about members helping members through various networking opportunities and communi-
cation venues. When you invite someone to visit your shop or see the woodturnings you have in your home, you 
are introducing them to the AAW. 
We all see the big splash contributions to woodturning by our AAW members writing for the American Wood-
turner, demonstrating at symposiums and club meetings, classes they teach, and work they display in 
shows.  However, the most valuable contributions are one on one sharing between friends. Something we all do. 
 
My amazing journey began with a phone call from Frank Amigo in 1993. Frank had seen my name in the AAW 
directory and invited me to a meeting of new club he started with other AAW members.  That began a wonderful 
friendship with Frank.  It also became the first in depth contact I had with other turners.  I was in a group that 
shared freely and genuinely supported each other’s endeavors. This association with 18 people grew to hundreds 
of friends and acquaintances in AAW across the nation and around the world. 
Perhaps, the most important thing we can do as AAW members is to reach out to those around us. Call someone 
in the AAW directory. Invite a new acquaintance to see your shop. Volunteer for your local club. Form a local 
club. Help run a regional symposium. Volunteer at the AAW symposium 
 
We all know the AAW relies on its membership dues. Often, we define the AAW as being its 13,000 paid mem-
bers, the AAW Symposium, and the American Woodturner, but the AAW is much more. Two significant  exten-
sions  are   AAW  presence  in  over  300  local  chapters  and in nearly 20 regional symposiums.  
 
The AAW chapters include sixteen with 100% AAW membership. The other chapters allow “limited” member-
ships (chapter only). For a club to be qualified to be an AAW sanctioned chapter with the AAW furnishing the 
liability insurance for the chapter, all officers and directors of that chapter must be AAW members. Only AAW 
members will be insured under this policy for claims that may be brought against them for bodily injuries that 
they may have caused to another person while performing a chapter sanctioned activity. Chapter members that are 
not AAW members who participate in chapter sanctioned activities are not insured for claims that may be brought 
against them. 
 
The many regional symposiums are produced by AAW chapters and most use the AAW insurance to hold their 
events.   The excellent Utah Symposium is the one notable exception.  But it was founded by Dale Nish: AAW 
founder, AAW lifetime member, educator and author. Dale wrote Creative Woodturning which I used in the 70s 
to teach myself turning.  In January, Dale will be at the Florida Symposium. Oh! Did I mention I joined AAW us-
ing a flier sent in box of materials from Utah? Is this a small world or what! 
 
Give something to woodturning. You’ll get more back than you can imagine. I hope to see you at Lake Yale, 
Tampa Fairgrounds, Hartford, or around a lathe somewhere. 
 
Happy Turning, 
Al Hockenbery 
AAW Board member 
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Club DVD’s for sale 
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The Utah Woodturners Club 
would like to thank our Premier 

sponsors... 

1287 East 1120 South, Provo, UT 

1576 South 300 West, SLC, UT
(801) 484-7616                      
(800) 225-3743 

1402 West Center Orem , UT
(801) 877-3614 

Premier supplier of tools and 
machinery 

Premier supplier of woodturning supplies 

Premier supplier of hardwoods 


