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Master “Joe”

Joe Wagner
Spatulas

| am always excited and surprised whenever Joe Wagn er, one of our “really
talented” local professional turners, can demonstra te for us. Again, we were
not disappointed, when he turned for us at our May Club Meeting. Joe
started out by showing us how to make some really i mpressive jigs to use on
the band saw to make very consistent spatula blanks . 'You can use this for
different sizes or shapes including curves. He sai d it was a “lot” of trial and

error to come up with the final product. No doubt!! You have to always pay
close attention when turning something like this as you have a lot of “free
space” turning at a high rate of speed. You can se e the “ghosting” effect in
the picture. If you get a finger or knuckle in the wrong place...you will soon
be a much wiser turner. After Joe gets the shape h e wants...he then adds
whatever detail that “strikes” him. Then he cleans it up and sands it
smooth. Then a belt sand does the final shaping an d sharpening. He then
discussed the various “finishes” you can use, depen ding on whether it is go-

ing to be use as a food item or for some other purp ose. Joe always makes it
looks so simple and easy. And it probably is after you have turned many
hundreds of them, as I'm sure he has. Great job Jo e...and thanks again.

Look forward to your next demo.
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