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Message from the President 

November, 2009 

Another great month for the Utah Association of Woodturners.  We started on 
October 6th at Timberline where Joe Wagner demonstrated a banded Christmas 
ornament with bells inside.  There is a video of course and more details 
inside.  Thanks for a great demo Joe!  On October 10th Mike Jackofsky 
demonstrated for us at Timberline.  It was a great way to spend a Saturday and 
the club provided a great lunch. 
 
We will meet at Turning Post Studio in No. Ogden on November 3rd.  That is 
Clead Christiansen's shop.  You can get there by taking the 12th Street exit to 
Wall then north past Hwy. 89, onto Washington to 20th North then west the 1/2 
block to the meeting. Park across the street and remember to bring a chair.  You 
can also take exit 349, head east to Washington, south to 2000 and then west to 
the meeting. 
 
Put our Christmas party on December 1st on your calendar.  Don't forget that 
means it is time to get busy turning gifts. 
  
The Utah Association of Woodturners is a charter of the American Association 
of Woodturners.  The AAW does a lot to advance woodturning education in 
America as well as around the world.  Please consider joining this great 
organization for 2010.  Visit http://woodturner.org for more information. 
 
Remember to do the turners' challenge each month.  Not only are the challenges 
a great way to practice what we learn in the demonstrations and hone our skills, 
they are a great way for me to see how you are doing on your turning as I am 
ever looking for new people to demonstrate. ;-)  The best few (judged by me) 
will receive a $10.00 gift certificate from Craft Supplies, USA.  Any current 
member can enter. 

 

      ���������	�

Message from AAW 

Greetings fellow wood turners. 
This will be my last chapter letter, but hopefully not the last contact we 
have. For health reasons, I have decided not to run for the AAW board 
again. 
  
The past three years have been fun and very interesting. I have served on 
the Symposium Committee. Again for health reasons I was not able to 
participate as fully as I wished. I worked on the Educational Opportunity 
Grants Committee, chaired by Malcolm Tibbetts, and enjoyed that a lot. 
The only drawback there was that we were not able to give as many 
grants as we would have liked. These grants are funded by the money   

                                                                                            con’t. on page 4 
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Joe Wagner demos a banded 
Christmas ornament 
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Joe Wagner  —  Christmas Ornaments 

Our meeting was at Timberline this month.  Joe Wagner agreed to demo for us again.  This makes his 8th time.  Dave Best says he is 
putting together a DVD set of all of Joe’s demos.  That should be a “Best Buy” for all of us. 

Joe introduced another Christmas ornament with bells in the middle.  A great project.    He handed out drawings of his design to help 
us remember the parts. First, he took a prepared blank that was 2 X 2 X 6 ½” made up of 5 pieces of wood.  There are two ¼” stripes 
and three larger pieces of contrasting wood color.  The first three and the last two are glued together with Titebond ll.  These two 
sections are then stuck together with two sided tape so they can be separated later.  Don’t use the foam centered tape. 

Place the block between centers and turn round.  Cut a tenon on both ends for later hollowing.  Now, mark the center of the “ball” 
portion and the outside edges of this ball.  Round out the ball portion.  Joe used a small Spindle Master for this.  Joe next introduced 
a flat disk with 72 holes around the edge and a nifty stop holder with magnets for indexing.  He divided the center of the ball into 6 
segments.  These were then center punched, ready to drill a 7/16’” hole.  He used a V plate on the drill press to hold the wood, then 
drilled the holes only about 3/16” deep.  Do not drill deeper as it will make the hollowing very difficult. 

Joe then pulled the two sections apart.  You need to pull straight out so as not to damage the edges of the ball joint.  He then chucked 
the “bottom” piece in his 4 jaw chuck and hollowed out the bottom of the ball portion.  Make sure and hollow into the lower colored 
wood.  Sand the inside of the bottom at this point.  Set this aside and chuck the top portion of the piece.  Slowly hollow out the top 
of the ball, making sure you get and even, thin wall thickness.  This was done with a bull nose scraper at first, then finished off with 
an articulated ring cutter for a smooth inside cut.  Now finish sand the inside of the top of the ball.  Check to make sure the edge of 
the ball is flat for a good glue joint. 

NOW is the time to insert two or three 13mm silver bells inside the top of the ball.  Bring up the tail stock, apply Titebond II to the 
edge and press the two pieces back together with pressure from the tail stock.  Don’t over do the pressure. Also, don’t use too much 
glue.  You don’t want to glue the bells to the side of the ball.  You should be able to go back to turning in a few minutes as Titebond 
II sets quite quickly.  Check the shape of the ball and refine if needed.  Take down the finial area, tapering to the final point.  Work 
the end of the finial first, leaving the bulk of the finial wood to stabilize the piece. 

Joe then introduced a nylon cone center he cut to gently hold the end of the finial.  Again, don’t press too hard or the wood will flex 
or break.  Now turn down the balance of the finial.  Joe suggests that you turn it down until it looks just right then take off a little 
more.  He finds this gives a more pleasing shape for the finished piece.  Now move to the “top” of the ornament and work on it.  
Make sure that the top piece is the same diameter as the bottom finial where it meets the ball.  Make sure that the transition from the 
top and the finial to the ball is sharp and crisp.  Sand the entire piece with several grits to get it ready for Joe’s favorite finish, DEFT.  
Carefully cut the piece from the lathe and hand finish the top.  Make sure and coat the top with more DEFT.  Add a small gold eyelet 
for hanging and you are done!  Just make sure you are not talking too much when making the final finishing cuts as you may have a 
surprise as Joe did. 

Thanks Joe.  We all learn so much from you and your demos.                                                                 ...Article by Dennis Brown 
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turned bowls, platters, etc. Call  

Kirk DeHeer 801-735-7858  
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Sept (for Oct meeting) 

Flowers in a Vase 

Oct (for Nov meeting) 

Volcano Shakers 

Nov (for Dec meeting) 

Wedding Goblet 
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Con’t. from page 1 
 
raised at the Saturday night auction at our yearly symposiums. I also worked on the Chapters Committee, am 
liaison to the Ethics Committee and chair of the Nominating Committee. I am most proud of our work on the 
latter. The nominees for the AAW board this year are a very strong group. No matter whom you select out of 
the six, we will have a very strong board, so please vote.  
  
I started turning as a hobby about 1978 and joined the AAW in 1989, after retiring from government work. At 
that point, my life changed greatly. You all know how addictive turning is. I found work that I really loved 
and an organization that allowed me to get fully involved in this work. I turned, I taught turning, and, as my 
wife likes to say and my friends really know, I talk about turning. In 1991 I started the turning program at 
Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts in Annapolis, Maryland, and in 1992 helped sixteen others form the 
Chesapeake Woodturners. That group has, for geographic reasons, split into four chapters and continues to 
grow. In 2000, we moved to New Mexico where I taught a small group of people to turn who then started the 
Mountaintop Turners. In 2006 we moved to Ft. Collins, Colorado, and joined the Rocky Mountain Woodturn-
ers, a very large club. This is the first chapter I have been in that has professional turners. 
  
In the fall of 1992 the Chesapeake Woodturners sponsored a five-person gallery show at Maryland Hall's Car-
dinal Gallery. That gallery program took wings and has grown enormously. As a life member, I continue to 
get the club's newsletters and am proud to see that they hold many chapter gallery shows each year. This is 
very important for several reasons. One is that it instills in the chapter members a desire to do more profes-
sional work. It also helps create a larger base of members who are willing to volunteer for chapter work.     
Another is that the advertising it creates gives the community a greater knowledge of woodturning.    The  
 
                                                                                                                                                      Con’t. on page 5 

For Sale:   Original (Brand) Radial 
Arm Saw.  New out of the 

crate.  Twelve-inch blade crosscuts 
24"; rips 27".  Requires 220 volts. 
$2000.00 buys the saw and over 

$1000.00 in blades including a Forest 
dado set.   

Call John at 801-710-3412. 
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Con’t. from page 4 
 
community around Annapolis really knows woodturning now. This brings the chapter new collectors and many 
offers of trees, including historic trees offered by the mayor and governor. And, you know that the best wood is 
free wood. 
 
The Rocky Mountain Woodturners did not have a gallery program, so this year my wife and I picked three other 
non-professional turners to join us for a gallery show. Each of us was to make eight to ten pieces. We found a gal-
lery in Old Town Ft. Collins, and on October 2nd opened at the Centennial Gallery during the First Friday Art 
Walk. We had a great time talking to large groups of complete strangers about woodturning for three hours. The 
show looks to be a success and will continue for the month of October. I plan to do a how-to article for the Ameri-
can Woodturner sometime in the coming year. It will include lots of pictures. I encourage all chapters to try it. It's 
a great esprit de corps builder. 
  
On a personal level I would like to encourage you to renew your AAW membership. The benefits and support are 
very rewarding. With the journal going to six issues per year in 2010 the enjoyment will only be expanded. AAW 
memberships are due for renewal before December 31, 2009. I would like to encourage you to renew your mem-
bership online through the AAW website. To renew, simply go to the AAW website and click on "renew member-
ship" on the AAW homepage (www.woodturner.org). It's easy and secure. Your membership card will be in-
cluded with the first journal for 2010 in an effort to increase overall efficiency, reduce staff time as well as save 
postage costs.  
  
You may also want to consider purchasing a gift membership for another turner, your local library, or perhaps 
your Arboretum so they can have the American Woodturner Journal as a resource to share. Your act of generosity 
may inspire future woodturners! 
  
So long until we meet at future AAW symposiums.  
Frank Amigo 

Check these websites out                               
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com                       

http://www.timberlinetools.com                               
http://www.macbeath.com                      
http://www.woodcraft.com    
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Club DVD’s for 
sale 
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The Utah Woodturners Club 
would like to thank our Premier 

sponsors... 

1287 East 1120 South, Provo, UT 

1576 South 300 West, SLC, UT
(801) 484-7616                      
(800) 225-3743 

1402 West Center Orem , UT
(801) 877-3614 

Premier supplier of tools and 
machinery 

Premier supplier of woodturning supplies 

Premier supplier of hardwoods 


