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Message from the President 

September, 2009 

Stuart Davey demoed a volcano shaker at our August 4th 
meeting.  Even though it turned out to be an exploding volcano 
shaker, he did a great job of pulling it off.  As always, you will find 
more inside and there is a DVD available as well.  Thank you 
to Stuart for demoing and to M&M Tool & Machinery for hosting 
our meeting. 
  
On September 1st we will meet at MacBeath Hardwood where Bob 
Carter will demo a wedding goblet.  We will then meet at 
Timberline for October.  We are also planning a training meeting 
for September 17th at MacBeath. 
  
Keith Gotschall is in town this coming Saturday the 29th for a 
"Super Saturday" event at MacBeath Hardwood.  Cost is $25 and 
lunch will be furnished.  Since we need an accurate count for lunch 
please let me or Jay Brown know soon if you are attending. 
  
Coming up it looks like we will have a second Super Saturday on 
October 10th with Mike Jackofsky.  Stay tuned, we will get more 
details to you soon. 
 
There are a few rental DVDs out that are quite past due.  Please 
check and if you have any please get them returned. 
 
Remember to do the turners' challenge each month.  Not only are 
the challenges a great way to practice what we learn in the 
demonstrations and hone our skills, they are a great way for me to 
see how you are doing on your turning as I am ever looking for 
new people to demonstrate. ;-)  The best few (judged by me) will 
receive a $10.00 gift certificate from Craft Supplies, USA.  Any 
current member can enter. 
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Stuart Davey shows us                
Volcano Shakers 
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Stuart Davey—Volcano Salt Shakers 

  Stuart Davey is a longtime member of our club, and enjoys turning in his spare time. He explained that this project is an inverted 
lidded box with a twist.  It is a salt shaker with the hole in the bottom.  It is made in two pieces; a hollowed container and a lid with a 
conical “volcano” shaped projection with a hole to dispense the salt. 

  Stuart starts with a 2x2x61/2 inch blank.  He puts it between centers and rounds the wood with a roughing gouge.  He starts on cor-
ners and goes out. 

  Stuart indicated that a good rule of thumb is to make the “volcano” projection about two thirds as long as the inside depth of the 
hollowed container.  The reason for this is you will want to fill the volume of the container with salt or other spice of your choice.  
You will need about 5” of finished material after your waste.  He allows about ½” for the spigot to hold in the dovetail jaws of your 
chuck and marks the blank there. He makes another mark up 2” to make the funnel, and again at 3” for the box.  Stuart uses a parting 
tool to mark the bottom of the box, and cuts it through.  He then changes from spur drive to a chuck and grips the spigot formed ear-
lier.  He uses a roughing gouge to clean up the cylinder, leaving a smooth end.  He puts a dimple in the end of the bank with a part-
ing tool to find the center spot.  He then uses a hand drill (a drill bit with a handle) to drill the blank to the depth he wants.  He is 
shooting for about 1/8” of wall thickness for the container.  He explained that Alan Batty uses an inside tool for hollowing.  He also 
uses a tool that is used for chasing threads.  He turned the rpm up to hollow the piece.  He switched to a hook box-making tool and 
used the front as a scraper to smooth up the edge. Stuart uses a large round nose scraper to get rid of the nub that remains at the cen-
ter inside.  He slowed the lathe and put a piece of sandpaper (150 grit) on a round cylinder to sand the inside.  He cautioned that you 
not use your fingers inside; the risk of injury would be very high.  He doesn’t want to put a sealer on the inside right now.  He takes 
the chuck off the lathe with the wood still mounted.  He then put on a different chuck and mounted the block to make the volcano. 

  At this point you need to choose if you want the joint hidden on the bottom or visible on the side. Stuart makes them both ways, 
and has no real preference. Let the look of the wood help you decide. It the joint will be hidden in the bottom, reduce the diameter to 
less than that of the hollowed piece, and then form the tapered cone shaped “volcano”.  The hole in the volcano varies depending on 
what you intend the shaker to dispense. The hole is about 1/8” for regular salt.  Course salt would require a slightly larger hole. 

  Stuart uses a bowl gouge to clean up the end.  He now forms the volcano, about 2” long in this example.  Get it approximately 
shaped and then drill the hole.  He makes a little hole with parting tool in the end.  This has to be exactly in the center.  He has a 
small handle drill with 1/8” bit.  He shapes the volcano to an arrow point.  He then sands the piece.  Make sure the volcano length is 
about 2”.  In this example, he is making an outside fitting lid.  He put the box on and twisted it to make an indicator mark. This is 
how he knows how small to make the lid. As he wants a tight fit, he puts a bevel on the front edge and checks the fit again.  He is 
taking time to make sure it is a tight fit because he will use the box as a jam chuck to finish the lid. Go slow here, as we all know 
“you can always remove a bit more wood, but it’s hard to put it back”. 

  To finish the top of the box use pin jaws.  Bring the tail stock up and shape top the way you want.  For inside fit you need to make 
a 2nd shoulder to keep it tight.  Take very light cuts from center out because you are cutting end grain. 

 Someone asked how to get the lid off if it is a very tight fit.  Stuart said you can use a compressor with a needle used to inflate balls. 
You put the needle in the hole and shoot air into it and the lid will pop right off. 

  Nice job Stuart.                                                                                                                                                   ...Article by Jay Brown 
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8��������������	�� Rough 
turned bowls, platters, etc. Call  

Kirk DeHeer 801-735-7858  
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Aug (for Sept meeting) 

Calabash Bowls 

Sept (for Oct meeting) 

Flowers in a Vase 

Oct (for Nov meeting) 

Volcano Shakers 
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For Sale:  Original (Brand) Lathe.  New 
out of the crate.  Twelve-inch blade cross-

cuts 24"; rips 27".  Requires 220 volts. 
$2000.00 buys the saw and over $1000.00 

in blades including a Forest dado set. 

Call John at 801-710-3412 
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ROLLING WITH THE TAPER 

From the Journal of John Kartchner 

My first experience with “French” rolling pins was in 1973 in Salamanca, Spain.  The mother of the home where I was stay-
ing had several tapered pins varying in length from about twelve inches to nearly two feet and in thickness from one and a 
quarter to over two and a half inches.  I later saw these wonderful pins with the graceful curvature in Portugal, Germany, 
Switzerland. Belgium, Luxemburg (and, yes, even in France). 

In spite of all this exposure to “French” rolling pins, it was not until Bob Carter’s rolling pin demonstrations that I realized 
that I could provide one of these beautiful-to-behold and wonderful-to-use kitchen tools for my wife, daughters and whom-
ever else would commit to making biscuits, pies, cinnamon rolls, noodles, raviolis, pizza, sugar cookies, etc. and etc.  In 
each case the old “American” rolling pin has been relegated to play dough activities.  I have made tapered rolling pins of 
maple, bocote, bubinga, cocobolo, canarywood, apricot and macassar ebony.  There are undoubtedly many other woods 
from which beautiful pins could be turned.  Meredith (my wife) prefers canary wood, but the other woods work well, al-
though maple, either hard or soft, is definitely the easiest (for me, at least) to work with. 

I previously had the theory that the “French” rolling pin became popular in the United States when Martha Stewart praised 
them on her television series.  However, a recent visit to Berea College in Berea, Kentucky convinced me that these rolling 
pins actually have a long history of use in the United States, particularly in the Appalachians. 

As you probably know, Berea College was founded to give a “moneyless” post high school education to the poor of Appala-
chia.  To pay for his/her liberal arts education, each student was required to work in some capacity on Campus.  In modern 
times, with Pell grants and Perkins Loans from the Federal Government, money for the students is not quite so scarce, and 
students now come from limited-income backgrounds all over the world, however, every student is still required to work on 
campus to pay for all or at least part of his/her education. 

One important source of income for the College and employment for the students is the Boone Tavern, an expensive on-
campus restaurant with delicious food.  (You must have reservations.)  Another significant income provider is the sale of 
products from the large woodturning program established by renowned turner, Rude Osolnik.  One of the most popular items 
from the turning shop is the “French” rolling pin. 

As I examined the myriads of tapered rolling pins in large baskets (also made by the students), the multiple lengths and 
thicknesses took my mind back to Salamanca in 1973, and I realized that the length and thickness are not so important as the 
curvature.  People who roll any kind of dough like this rolling pin because you only have to roll it back and forth (forward 
then backward).  The high center applies pressure which moves the dough sideways along the gradient curvature to flatten 
the dough with less effort than the other rolling pin requires. 

Needless to say, I and the other significant people in my life are enamored with tapered rolling pins regardless of length and 
thickness.  This thought struck me when my daughter, Susan, asked for a short one to use inside a pan. Later Bill Hughes 
(the Indian flute man) asked me to make one for his wife out of apricot.  His wife wanted it two inches in diameter and four-
teen inches long.  My wife’s favorite pin is seventeen inches long and tapers from one and three quarters inches in the center 
to three quarters of an inch at the tips.  She claims that this is her most efficient rolling pin. 

I end with two comforting thoughts:  The first is that I now guiltlessly use undersized wood to make acceptable pins.  Also, I 
can, if I choose,  take advantage of extra thickness for a more hefty pin.  The second  comforting thought is that all my pins 
fall within the traditional dimensional parameters of tapered rolling pins in Europe and Appalachia. 

You simply roll with the taper. 
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September-06 Joe Wagner - Christmas Ornaments
October-06 Jay Brown - Spalted Captive Ring Bowl
November-06 Bob Carter - Jim McPhail's Layered Bowl
February-07 Mike Hyer - Sqaure Edge Bowl
March-07 Jim McBride - Threaded Acorn Box
April-07 Lynn Jacobson - Techniques in Segmenting
May-07 Joe Wagner - Puttin' the Spin on a Spatula
June-07 Kirk DeHeer - Square Edge Bowl
July-07 Tom Sorensen - Three Legged Milking Stool
August-07 Bob Carter - Honey Locust Goblet
September-07 Joe Wagner - Turning an Acorn Birdhouse Ornament
November-07 Doug Turner - Donut Box
December-07 Joe Wagner - Getting Nimble with a Thinble
February-08 Mike Mahoney - Finishes and Burial Urn
March-08 Jay Brown - Layered Polygonal Bowl
April-08 Paul Chilton - Perfect Peppermill
May-08 Dennis Brown - Weed Pot
June-08 Kirk DeHeer - Bowls and Grinds
July-08 Dave Best - Simple Spindles
August-08 Joe Wagner - Baby Rattle
September-08 Chris Pytlik - Dyed Vessels
October-08 Joe Wagner - Sea Urchin and Plastic Globe Ornaments
November-08 Doug Turner - Rose Engine Lathe
December-08 Bob Carter - French Rollihg Pin
February-09 Paul Chilton - Platter Possiblities
March-09 John Kartchner - Beautiful Boxes
April-09 Joe Wagner - Dynamic Ducks (Off center turning)
May-09 Dave Best - Footless Salad Bowl
June-09 Mike Mahoney - Hawaiian Calabash Bowl
July-09 Larry Banz - Tasteful Tulips
August-09 Stuart Davey - Volcano Shaker
Training Bob Carter - Sharp as a Tack

Club DVD’s for sale 

Check these websites out                               
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com                       

http://www.timberlinetools.com                               
http://www.macbeath.com                      
http://www.woodcraft.com    
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The Utah Woodturners Club 
would like to thank our Premier 

sponsors... 

1287 East 1120 South, Provo, UT 

1576 South 300 West, SLC, UT
(801) 484-7616                      
(800) 225-3743 

1402 West Center Orem , UT
(801) 877-3614 

Premier supplier of tools and 
machinery 

Premier supplier of woodturning supplies 

Premier supplier of hardwoods 


